
 

The Division of Drug Information (DDI) is CDER's focal point for public inquiries. We 
serve the public by providing information on human drug products and drug product 

regulation by FDA.
 

Fun in the sun can be had all year long -- hiking, winter skiing, swimming, or just 
enjoying the warmth of the sun. However, when taking certain medicines, life in the sun 

can sometimes be less than fun. 

Some medicines contain ingredients that may cause photosensitivity -- a chemically 
induced change in the skin. Photosensitivity makes a person sensitive to sunlight and 
can cause sunburn-like symptoms, a rash or other unwanted side effects. It can be 
triggered by products applied to the skin or medicines taken by mouth or injected. 

There are two types of photosensitivity – photoallergy and phototoxicity. 

Photoallergy is an allergic reaction of the skin and may not occur until several days after 
sun exposure. Phototoxicity, which is more common, is an irritation of the skin and can 
occur within a few hours of sun exposure. Both types of photosensitivity occur after 
exposure to ultraviolet light – either natural sunlight or artificial light, such as a tanning 
booth. 

For more information please visit: SunandMedicine
 

This is an automated message delivery system.  Replying to this message will not reach 
DDI staff.  If you have comments or questions, please contact us at: 1-888-INFO FDA 
(1-888-463-6332) or (301) 796-3400 from 8:00 am - 4:30 pm ET Monday - Friday.  You 
can also email us at druginfo@fda.hhs.gov. 

• For additional drug information, please visit the DDI Web page.  
• For up-to-date drug information, follow the FDA’s Division of Drug Information on 

Twitter: FDA_Drug_Info.  
• This service is provided to you at no charge by the U.S. Food & Drug 

Administration (FDA).  
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